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DETAILED ACTION 



aaim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
L The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this coxintry, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2, Claim 1-2, 6-7 and 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brais 
et al. U.S. Patent 5,995,936. 

Referring to claim 1, the Brais reference discloses in Figures 1 and 9, a digital still 
camera system having an image sensing device for sensing the image of a subject and 
outputting image data representing the image of the subject (See Col. 5, lines 5-12), 
and an image recording controller (portable computer 102, see Col. 6, lines 15-17 and 
Col 7, lines 61-65) for recording image data, which has been output from the image 
sensing device, on a recording medium (see Col. 8, lines 39-45 and Col. 12, lines 54- 
54-57), comprising: a voice input unit (transducer 106 in the form of a micro phone, 
see Col. 10, lines 40-41)for inputting voice and outputting voice data representing 
voice; a voice recording controller (computer 102) for recording voice data, which 
has been output from said voice input unit, on the recording medium (floppy disk, 
memory card or hard disk); a character data generating unit (inside of computer 102, 
see Col. 10, lines 40-46) for generating character (text) data representing voice 
represented by voice data output from said voice input unit; and a character recording 



states. 
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controller for recording character data, which has been generated by said character 
data generating unit, on the recording medium (See Col 10, lines 65-67 and col. Ill, 
lines 1-14). 

Referring to claim 2, the Brais reference discloses wherein said voice input unit 
inputs voice during the sensing of the image of a subject by the image sensing device, 
and said camera further comprises: a first control unit for controlling the image 
recording controller, the voice recording controller and the character recording 
controller in such a manner that at least two of the image data, voice data and 
character data will be recorded on the recording medium in a form linked (associated) 
to each other as shown in Figure 9 (e.g., the database or report integrated the image 
data, voice data and text data together, see Col. 11, lines 39-55). 

Referring to claim 6, the Brais reference discloses wherein said image recording 
controller records image data, which has been output by said image sensing device, in 
response to input of predetermined voice to said voice input unit (e.g., for allowing 
inspector generating a report associated with image and speech data together, see Col. 
5, 22-30 and Col. 12, lines 45-50). 

Referring to claim 7, the Brais reference discloses a second combining unit for 
combining characters, which are represented by character data that has been 
generated by said character data generating unit, with an image output firom said 
image sensing device; and a fourth control unit for controlling said image recording 
controller and said character recording controller in such a manner that image data 
representing an image with which characters have been combined by said second 
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combining unit will be recorded on the recording medium (e.g., a multimedia report 
or database file saved in the computer. Col. 1 1, lines 45-48). 

Referring to claim 9, the Brais reference discloses all subject matter as discussed 
in respected claim 1. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 3-5 and 8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brais et 
al. U.S. Patent 5,995,936 in view of Englehardt U.S. Patent 5,477,511. 

Referring to claim 3, the Brais reference discloses all subject matter as discussed 
in respected claim 1, and the reference shows the digital camera system can format 
the digital image and the text (converted from a character data generating unit inside 
of computer 102) to a multimedia report or database file (See Col. 1 1, lines 45-48). 
However, the reference does not explicitly show a display screen (10, see Col. 6, lines 
31-32) for viewing the report file. 

The Englehardt reference discloses in Figures 1 and 4, a digital camera system 
comprising: recording visual information (image) by CCD (16); receiving voice data 
and transcribing the voice data by computer (5) voice recognition software; the both 
image data and text data format in a documentation; a printer (52) coupled to the 
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system for printing out the documentation; and the computer display screen to 
viewing the documentation (See Col. 5, lines 29-44). The Englehardt reference is 
evidence that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to see more advantages for 
digital camera system has a printer and display screen for user to obtain a hard copy 
or quick preview immediately after the multimedia report is completed. For that 
reason, it would have been obvious to see the digital camera has a printer for printing 
out the report file on paper or a display screen for viewing the report file disclosed by 
Brais. 

Referring to claim 4, the Brais and Englehardt references disclose all subject 
matter as discussed in respected claims 1 and 3, and the Brais reference states the 
camera system can use commands to select either images with voice or text into a 
multimedia report (See Col. 11, lines 45-49); and the reference also states that it will 
be recognized by those of skill in the art that digital camera do not all provide audible 
feedback (see Col. 12, lines 50-54). For those reason, when camera was determined 
no audible feedback, it will be able to select only images data with text data to 
display. When camera was determined with audible feedback, it will be able to select 
only images with voice data (e.g., video data) together to play inherently. 

Referring to claim 5, the Brais and Englehardt references disclose all subject 
matter as discussed in respected claims 1 and 3, and the Brais reference states an 
erasure control unit responsive to an erase command for erasing voice data, which 
corresponds to characters being displayed on said second display unit, fi'om the 
recording medium as shown in Figure 10 (see Col. 1 1, lines 56-67). 
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Referring to claim 8, the Brais and Englehardt references disclose all subject 
matter as discussed in respected claim 3. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Webb et al. U.S 6,282,154 discloses a portable hands-free documentation system 
for converting the human speech to text. 

b. Iran U.S. 6,054,990 discloses a digital camera system providing a multimedia 
graphic data entry system. 

c. Boulanov U.S. 2001/0037197 discloses a speech recognition system. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lin Ye whose telephone number is (703) 305-3250. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on (703) 308-9644. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service 
Office whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 




ANDREW CHRISTENSEN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



Lin Ye 

July 26, 2004 



